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Endangered mussel found in Fish Creek
From Staff Reports and The Associated Press Feb 15, 2012
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The rayed bean mussel has been placed on the federal endangered species list. It can be found in Fish Creek, which runs through Steuben and DeKalb counties and Williams County, Ohio. It is one of many rare mussels in Fish Creek.

One of two freshwater mussels native to parts of the Midwest and East that have ben placed on the federal endangered species list makes its home in Fish Creek, which meanders through Steuben and Dekalb Counties in Indiana
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said Monday it had granted endangered status to the rayed bean and the snuffbox. Both are found in rivers in Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Tennessee and other states.
At least the rayed bean can be found in Fish Creek, which is in the Hamilton area. The stream has its source in Williams County, Ohio, then winds through the Hamilton area in Steuben County and into DeKalb County before returning to Ohio and emptying in the St. Joe River.
The mussels placed on the federal endangered list have disappeared from more than two­ thirds of their historical ranges.
Threats to both species include loss of habitat from construction of dams and pollution from chemical releases, mining and sediment buildup.
The government will develop recovery plans for the mussels. It also will become illegal to kill or harm them.
Tierra Curry is a scientist with the Center for Biological Diversity. She said improving water quality to save the mussels will also benefit people.
The Nature Conservancy, which has a project office in Angola, calls Fish Creek "... the best remaining example of the unique riverine community that once characterized the western Lake Erie basin."

Fish Creek supports 43 species of fish and 31 species of mussels, now including four endangered species: the white cat's paw pearly mussel, northern riffleshell mussel, clubshell mussel and now the rayed bean. The salamander mussel and purple lilliput are considered species of concern and are found in Fish Creek. The white cat's paw, according to the most recent scientific records, continues to survive nowhere else but in Fish Creek.
htt ps://www.kpcnews.com/news/1atest/article_975c8 28e-1abb-5116-a4 f7-e 30891ca1dcO.ht mI
9/1/24, 11:22AM
Page 2 of 2

image1.jpeg




